THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD
2.
"Get to Know the Main Character!"

Introduction

Stories always develop their plot around a main character or a group of characters.  As we have already discovered, the primary focus in the Old Testament is on the nation of Israel.  They are called to be His instrument through which the whole world would be blessed (Gen 12:3).  In and throughout their history, God reveals Himself.  He does not simply reveal information about Himself in terms of data and definitions, but rather, He comes across as a Living God in a living relationship with living people.  All through the history and experiences of the Jewish people, there continues to be this on going building in the story that someone was coming - a deliverer like Moses, a King like David, a Suffering Servant, one like a Son of Man, etc.

The entire Old Testament has this forward look about it.  Its story seems to be one of waiting for the "fullness of time" to happen, when all the prophecies would come to pass.  At one point in Isa 64:1, the people call out to God in a vivid image, "Oh that

You would tear apart the Heavens and come down."

The New Testament portion of "The Greatest Story Ever Told" claims that this cry has been answered in the person of Jesus Christ.  The Gospels of Matthew and Luke tell stories of Jesus' dramatic birth.  They highlight His birth as detailed fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.  The humbleness of His arrival portrays His accessibility to all, from lowly shepherds to noble kings.  But the Apostle John makes the most revealing statement:  "The word was made flesh, and dwelt among us."  Jn 1:14.  This babe born in a manger is God in the Flesh.
The implications of this momentous claim is staggering.  What we must see clearly in reading God's Story is that when the Bible speaks about God it does not merely talk about God.  Instead, this story informs us that God decided no longer to communicate words through spokesmen and through historical events; He decided to make Himself known by coming personally in human flesh as Jesus.  As God the Son, Jesus reveals the character of God; but by taking on human flesh and blood, He emptied Himself of His divine characteristics.  In doing so, Jesus demonstrates how God intended humanity to live in a right relationship with God, but also as one qualified to become the sacrifice for man's sin.
As you read the gospels, try to see how Jesus fulfills both roles as revealing God and as representing true man, as God created man to be.
Scripture Reading:  The Gospels:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
1. What do you think is the best way for someone to get to know another person?

2. What does it take to truly express love?

What We Should Know

1. John's Gospel begins immediately to stress the uniqueness of the person of Jesus (Jn 1:1 - 5, 14).  How do Matthew and Luke help fill in the gaps as to how "the Word took on flesh?"  Mt 1:20 - 23; Lu 1:28 - 31, 35.
2. What did Jesus say and do that reflected His authority as God?  Mt 5:27 - 28, 31 - 32; 33 - 34; Mk 2:5 - 7; Lu 4:36; Jn 5:17 - 18, 22 - 23; Jn 11:43 - 44; Jn 14:9 - 11.

3. Who did Jesus' contemporaries recognize Him to be?  Mt 16:16; Lu 18:38; 19:38 - 39; Jn 4:42.

4. How did the Apostle Paul explain how Jesus could be both God and man?  

 
Phil 2:5 - 8.

5. Why is it important that Jesus was truly a human being?  

Heb 2:14 - 18; 4:14 - 16.

6. What is the significance that Jesus was viewed as the "Second Adam," by the Apostle Paul?  Romans 5:12 - 22; I Cor 15:15 - 45.  What did Jesus' faithfulness and obedience accomplish where Adam had failed?

7. As fully God and fully man, what did Jesus accomplish for all humanity?  Col 1:15-17.

Who We Should Be

8. Revealing that God went through such lengths to make Himself known to us, by taking on flesh and blood, how should we respond?  Jn 1:12, 13; Rom 10:9 - 10; Rom 11:33 - 36; Rom 12:1 - 8.

9. What picture do you get of God by studying Jesus?  Jn 1:14; Lu 15:18 - 22; Jn 10:17 - 18; Lu 5:16, 22:42.

10. What picture do you get of human beings, as God designed him to be, when you study Jesus?  Mt 4:1 - 10; Jn 4:34.

What We Could Do 
1. With so many conflicting religions, philosophies, and cults vying for your attention, how does knowing that God made Himself known in human flesh help you?  

2. How can you put Jesus' challenges in John 15:5 and Gal 2:20 into practice?

3. What changes do you need to make to bring into reality Paul's challenge in I Cor 6:18 - 20?
